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prevent its outbreak. The argument which the Ambassador was
instructed to use throws a dry light on German ideas of British policy
at this time. He was to show how valuable German support would
be to Great Britain against the rising Power across the Atlantic,
The idea of an inevitable war between Great Britain and the United
States had haunted his thoughts for a long time past, and in his gloomier
moments it had afforded him the consolation of thinking that the
" Anglo-Saxons" would in this way keep each other occupied and
remote from the affairs of Europe. But it was capable also of being
used as a diplomatic counter in negotiations with England and so
the Ambassador was instructed to use it. As an inducement to
Salisbury at that moment it can scarcely have ranked high. The recent
Sackville incident which the Germans had regarded as the prelude
of the coming conflict was undoubtedly annoying, and there was
much sympathy in England for the Ambassador who had fallen into
a trap cunningly laid for him by American politicians and newspaper
men.1 But according to all the rules of diplomacy his recall was
justified, and the British Foreign Office made no show of resisting
it. At worst it was only a ripple on the surface of British-American
relations.
A further suggestion of what might happen to England in Europe
if she persisted in her policy of isolation was a more serious matter,
and for the next sixteen years it was to be the subject most pondered
by British statesmen. In general the established British policy under
both Liberal and Conservative Governments had been that of leaning
on Germany and the Triple Alliance for support against France in
the troubles she was making over the occupation of Egypt. A price
had had to be paid for this support by concessions in Zanzibar and
1 Lord Sackville had been drawn into a correspondence with a man pro-
fessing to be a Canadian, living in California, but in reality an agent of the
Republican party. He had also granted interviews in which he was reported
to have expressed views outside the functions of an Ambassador, President
Cleveland, fearing that the sympathy which the Ambassador was supposed
to have expressed with the Democratic party would lose him the Irish vote
at the coming election, requested his recall.
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